
 

  

      

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Do you have an idea/vision  

for your local community? 

We can help you bring  

your ideas to life! 

Contact your local  

Community Builder 
 

Jen Williams  Craigie   
jencommunitybuilder@outlook.com 07508331796 
 
Toni-Ann Hope Dalmilling  
tonianncommunitybuilder@outlook.com 07800994842 
 
Kirsty McArdle Wallacetown South  

kirstycommunitybuilder@outlook.com 07565547260 

 

Kirsty Bell Wallacetown North / Lochside / Whitletts 

kirstybellcommunitybuilder@outlook.com 07377563489 

John Reid Tandem Development Worker  

reidj4945@gmail.com  078733778326 

 

 

 

 
51 Kyle Street 
Ayr  
KA7 1RS 
 

COVID -19 

Where to find 

assistance locally & 

nationally 

Free 
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Ahead (South Ayrshire) now has a full team! Here you can meet the new team 
of Community Builders, the new Tandem Development Worker which is a 
recent addition to the project and the Management Team.  
 

 
Jen Williams began working with Ahead in November 2015.  She has 
been the lead Community Builder in Craigie since Ahead started 
operating in the area in the summer of 2016. Jen has a background of 
working with young people and adult volunteers. She enjoys 
badminton, music, learning new things, being involved in her own local 
community, building lego and reading books with her 2 sons. She never 
ǎŀȅǎ άƴƻέ ǘƻ ŀ ŎǳǇ ƻŦ ǘŜŀΦ 

 
 

 
Toni-Ann Hope takes the lead for the Dalmilling area. She has 
experience working in the Community Justice sector and was a 
Regional Family Support Co-ordinator for children and families 
affected by imprisonment. Toni-Ann is passionate about working 
with all different types of people, encouraging and helping them to 
believe in themselves that they can achieve their goals and 
dreams.  Toni-Ann thinks that the time and effort that people put in 
to making their communities better places to live is amazing!  
 

 

Kirsty McArdle  joined the Ahead team in October 2019, taking the 
lead in Wallacetown.  She brings a wealth of community experience, 
skills and knowledge of North Ayr, having been a resident for nearly 13 
years, as well as volunteering as a leader at many groups including 
Rainbows, The Unique Youth Club, events at St.Quivox Church, Teddy 
Bear Tots, Sea Cadets, and the Dalmilling Festive events (Afternoon 
Tea with Santa and the Santa Dash). Kirsty is passionate about helping 
to make communities a place where everyone feels included and 
welcomed. 
 

 

Kirsty Bell, the newest member of the Ahead project, has experience 

working in Health and Social Care Partnership with children and 

families. Kirsty is excited to work and engage with people across the 

local communities and will take the lead for Wallacetown North, 

Lochside and Whitletts.  

 

 
 

MEET THE NEW TEAM @ AHEAD 
 



 

 
 

John Reid started with the Ahead Team at the end of January 2020, 

as the Tandem Development Worker. This post is funded through the 

Aspiring Communities Fund.  

JohnΩǎ role is to link in with the work of the Community Builders to 

assist the communities of North Ayr to develop a longer-term 

partnership approach to building community capacity.  This aims to 

empower the communities and residents of North Ayr (KA8 postcode 

area) to become more cohesive and resilient  

John will work with individuals, community groups and partners to 

develop tailored capacity building and lifelong learning programmes; Such as Wellbeing 

Sessions; Healthy Eating Workshops; First Aid; Mental Health First Aid; Social enterprise 

awareness and training.  John will also work with the community to identify and establish new 

community hub(s).   

Karen Monaghan has been a Community Engagement Officer 

within South Ayrshire Council for over 25 years. During this time 

she has held various positions within a number of council 

departments i.e. Social Work/Education and Regeneration as well 

as managing a 4 year seconded project, which was in partnership 

with Ayrshire & Arran NHS, Addictions & Mental Health fields. Over 

the last 5 years Karen has been located within the Communities 

Team with a responsibility for supporting and developing the 

activities of Community Councils across South Ayrshire. In addition 

to the support given to Community Councils, she has a supervisory responsibility for the 

Ahead/Tandem staff.  The support and experience Karen brings to the team is greatly 

appreciated by all.  

Bryan Hamilton has worked in the third sector for 30 years, the last 

11 for CEIS Ayrshire.  He is primarily responsible for Skills & 

Training within the organisation and leads the team which delivers 

everything from National Training Programmes like Modern 

Apprenticeships and Employability Fund to Construction Health & 

Safety and general Employability Training.  Since CEIS Ayrshire took 

over responsibility for Ahead he has line managed the 

Ahead/Tandem Staff.  He is a life-long Ayr United fan and season 

ticket holder. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  MEET THE NEW TEAM @ AHEAD 
 

 

We hope you enjoy reading this issue of the newsletter and finding out about the great community 
activities we have heard about in the past few months. If you would like to contribute to future newsletters 
or if you would like to be on a mailing list to receive an electronic or paper copy of the newsletter in the 
future please do get in touch. 
 



 

 
 

Community Builders love the festive period and really enjoy attending different 

events in communities throughout November and December.  It is a great time of 

year and a fantastic opportunity to bring people together.  Here is a flavour of 

what was happening across North Ayr.  

 

 

 

Ahead supported Dreams & Wishes with the Festive Family Fun day.  The purpose of the event 

was to provide an opportunity to bring residents together, whilst also raising the profile of the 

group and helping them to raise funds to support local families and plan future event; to keep 

up to date with upcoming events details can be found on the Dreams & Wishes Facebook Page 

https://www.facebook.com/Dreams-And-Wishes-104003367630267/ 

The event at Pro Soccer premises in Ayr, included football tournaments, raffles and stalls, and 

ŀ ƳŜŜǘ ϧ ƎǊŜŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ {ŀƴǘŀΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ϻоллΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ŀ ōƛƎ Ψ¢I!bY{ΗΩ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ 

who contributed and supported the event. 

At the event Community Builders enjoyed speaking to members of the community about their ideas, opinions, and 

ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǘŀȅΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƻƴ ƎƛŦǘ ǘŀƎǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ²ƛǎƘ ǘǊŜŜέΦ  

The most common wishes expressed by the community members was their desire to 

have a local drop in mental health support group, as well as an environmental clean-

up day, particularly in the Whitletts area. The Community Builders are excited to work 

alongside the community to help make these wishes come true. If you are interested 

in getting involved, or would like to find out more information please contact your 

local Community Builder 

 

 

The Parent Council of Ayr Academy organised a 
Christmas Fair which was held in November.  The 
Community Builder in Craigie supported the Craigie 
Crafters, Craigie Bingo and Community Book Club to 
attend with stalls.  This was a great opportunity for 
members of the different groups to be together.  The 
event was well attended with good support from both 
the Craigie Community and School Community.  
Children attending were delighted to meet Santa during 
the first of his visits to Ayr North and it got the Festive 
Spirit off to a great start.  Entertainment was provided 
by the wonderful Ayr Academy Concert Choir and 
festive refreshments were served by Ayr Barista Crew. 

 FESTIVE FUN IN AYR NORTH 2019 
 

      DREAMS & WISHES  

FESTIVE FAMILY FUN DAY 

 
 

AYR ACADEMY CHRISTMAS FAIR 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Dreams-And-Wishes-104003367630267/

